Puritane as light from darknesse. Shortly after (1641) he was
chosen Knight of the Shire of that Countie, nemim contradicente,
and proved a deadly Enemy to the King.
He was a great and faithfull lover of his Countrey, and
never gott a farthing by the Parliament. He was of an incom-
parable Witt for Repartes ; not at all covetous ; humble, not
at all Arrogant, as most of them were; a great cultor of Justice,
and did always in the House take the part of the oppressed.
His speeches in the House were not long, but wondrous
poynant, pertinent, and witty. He was exceedingly happy in
apt instances. He alone haz sometimes turned the whole House.
Makeing an invective speech one time against old Sir Henry
Vane; when he had don with him, he said, But for young
Sir Harry Vane ; and so sate him downe. Severall cryed out,
What have you to say to young Sir Harry ? He rises up :
Why! if young Sir Harry lives to be old, he will be old Sir
Harry! and so sate downe, and set the House a-laughing, as
he oftentimes did. Oliver Cromwell once in the House called
him, jestingly or scoffingly, Sir Harry Martin. H. M. rises and
bowes; I thanke your Majestie. I always thought when you
were a King I should be Knighted. A godly member made a
Motion to have all profane and unsancSfied persons expelled
the Houses. H. M. stood up and moved that all Fooles might
be putt out likewise, and then there would be a thin House.
He was wont to sleepe much in the House (at least dog-sleepe)
Alderman Atkins made a Motion that such scandalous members
as slept, and minded not the businesse of the House, should be
putt out. H. M. starts up : Mr* Speaker, a motion has been to
turne out the Nodders, I desire the Noddees may also be turnd
out.
His short lettre to his cosen Stonehouse of Radley by
Abingdon that ij bis Majestie should take advice of his Gunsmiths
and powder-men> He would never have peace—from Sir John Lenthall:
as also of his draweing the Remonstrance of the Parliament
when 'twas formed a Commonwealth—within five or six lines
of the beginning he sayes restored to it's auncient Gov&rment of a
Commonwealth. When 'twas read Sir Henry Vane stood up
and repremanded and wondred at his impudence to affirme
such a notorious Lye. H. M., standing up, meekely replied
that there was a Text had much troubled his spirit for severall dayes
and nights of the man that was blind from bis mothers vomb whose
sight was restored at last> i.e. was restored to the sight which he
should have had.
Henry Martin made a Motion in the House to call the
Addressers to account (viz. those that addressed to Richard

